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Savender1 (or Governour of the citie) fifteene hundred rials of
eight, and one riall of eight upon every bagge of custome.
Wee traded heere very peaceably, although the Javians be
reckoned among the greatest pickers and theeves of the world.
But the generall had commission from the king (after hee had
received an abuse or two) that whosoever he tooke about his
house in the night, he should kill them; so, after foure or five
were thus slaine, we lived in reasonable peace and quiet. But
continually all night wee kept a carefull watch.
As we went buying pepper we sent it aboord; so that by the
tenth of February our ships were fully laden and readie to
depart. But in this meanetime the captaine of the Hector,
Master John Middleton, fell sicke aboord his ship in the roade
(for the generall observed this, from the beginning of the
voyage, that if he himselfe were ashore, the captaine of the vice-
admirall kept aboord, because both should not be from their
charge at one time). The generall, hearing of his sicknesse, went
aboord to visit him, and found him weaker then hee himselfe
felt; which experience had taught him to know in these hot
countries. And so it happened with Captaine Middleton, then
walking up and downe; who dyed about two of the clocke next
morning.
Now the generall began to put all things in order and hasten
his departure. And appointed a pinnasse of about fortie tunnes,
which he had, to bee laden with commodities, and put in her
twelve men, with certaine merchants, and sent her for the
Moluccas, to trade there and settle a factorie, against the returne
of the next shipping out of England3. Moreover, he left eight
men and three factors in Bantam; the chief of which factors was
Master William Starkey, whom he appointed to sell such com-
modities as were left there, and to provide lading for the shippes
against the next returne3. Also the generall went to the court to
take his leave of the king; where he received a letter for Her
1 Shahbandary a title usually given to an official charged with the supervision
of a port.
a The pinnace (which was the one bought from the Dutch at Achin) sailed
early in March 1603, but, after battling for nearly two months against con-
trary winds, was forced to return to Bantam. The factors then resold her to
the Dutch.
3 See the instructions given on a later page.
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